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Answer to the President.
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States and other Powers who are not in treaty
with her, and therefore did not call upon us for
retaliations if we are treated in the same man-
ner as those nations we have no right to com-
plain. e was not opposed to particular regu-
lations to obdain the object which the friends
of 4he measwre had in view; but he did not
like this mode of duing it, because he feared it
would injure the interest of the United States.

Before the House adjourned, Mr. Mabison
gave notice, that -he intended to bring on the
subject of amendments to the constitation, on
the 4th Monday of this month.

Tuespav, May 5,

Mr. Brnson, frem the committee appointed
to consider of, and report what style or titles it
will be proper (¢ annex to the office of President
and Vice President of the United States, if any
other than those given in the Constitution, and
to confer with a committee of the Senate ap-
anted for the same purpose, reporied as fo!-
oweth:

“"That it 1 not proper lo annex any style or
title te the respective styles or titles of office
expressed in the Constitution.” :

And the said report being twice read at the
Clerk’s table, was, on the question put there-
upon, agreed to by the House.

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Heuse do
acquaint the Senate therewith.

. Maprsox, from the committee appointed
to prepare an address on the part of this House
to the President of the United States, in answer
to his speech to both Houses of Congress, re-
portest as fofloweth:

The Address of the House of Representatives to George
Washington, President of the Unifed States.

8rn: The Representatives of the People of the
United States present their congratulations on the
event by which your fellow-citizens have attested the
pre-eminence of your merit. You have long held the
first place in their esteem.  You have often received
tokeens of their affection. You now possess the only
proof that remained of their gratitude for your ser-
vices, of their reverence for your wisdom, and of
their confidence in your virtues. You enjoy the
Rhighest, because the truest honor, of being the First
Magistrate, by the unanimous cheice of the freest
people on the face of the earth.

We welt know the anxieties with which you must
have obeyed a summons from the repose reserved for
your declining years, into public scenes, of which
you had taken your leave for cver. But the cbedi-
ence was due to the occasion. It is already applaud-
ed by the universal joy which welcomes you to your
station- And we cannot doubt that it will be reward-
ed with all the satisfaction with which an ardent love
for your fellow citizens must review successful efforts
to promote their happiness.

This anticipation 1s not justified merely by the past
experience of your signal services. M is particularly
suggested by the pious impressions uader which you
meap-to commence your administration, and the en-
lightened maxims by which you mean to conduct it.
Wefeel with you the strongest obligations to adore
the invisihle hand whicl has led the American peo-

ple through so many difficulties, to clerish a con-
scious responsibility for the destiny of republican
liberty; and to seck the only sure means of presery-
ing and recommending the precious deposite in 2 sys-
tem of legislation founded on the principles of an ho-
nest policy, and directed by the spirit of a diffusive
patriotism.

The question arising out of the fifth article of the
Constitution will receive all the attention demanded
by its importance; and will, we trust, be decided,
under the influence of all the considerations to which’
you allude.

In forming the pecuniary provisions for the Execu-
tive Department, we shall not Jose sight of a wish re-
sulting from motives which give it a peculiar claim
to our regard. Your resotution, in a moment eriticat
to the liberties of yeur country, to renounce all per-
sonzl emofument, was among the many presages of
your patriotic services, which have becn amply ful-
filled; and your scrupulous adherence now to the law
then imposed on youtself, cannot fail to demonstrate
the purity, whilst it increases the lustre of a eharac-
ter which has so many titles to admiration.

Such are the sentiments which we have thought fit
to address to you. They flow from our own hesrts,
and we verily believe thar, among the milliens we re-
present, there is net a virtuous citizen whese heart
will disown thiem.

All that remains is, that we join in your fervent sup-
plications for the blessings of heaven on our country;
and that we add "our ewn for the choicest of these
blessings on the most beloved of eur citizens.

Said address was commitied to a Cunmittee
of the whole; and the Eouse immeeiately re-
solved itself into a committce, Mr. PacE in
the chair. The cominittce proposing no
amendment therelo, rose and reported the ad-
dress. and the House agreed to it, and resolved

F that the Speaker, attendesdl by the nremblers of

this House, do present the said address to the
President.

Ordered, Thal Messrs, Sinxicrsox, CoLEs,
and SaiTH, (of South Carolina,) be a commit-
tee to wait o the President, to know when 1t
will-be eonvenient fur him to receive the same.

M. CLyMER, from the committee appointed
for the purpose, veporied a Bill for kaying o du-
ty on goods, wares, and wmerchandise, imported
inte the Yoited States, which passed its first

| reading. ‘

Mr. Braxp presented {o the House the fol-
lowing application {rotn the Legislature of Vir-
ginia, to wit:

VIRGINIA, To wif-
I¥ Geverau AssemnLy, Nov. 14, 1788,

Resolved, 'That an upplication be made in the name
and on behalf of the Legislature of this Common-
wealth to the Congress o§ the Unitedd States, in the
words following, to wit:

“* The gooad People of this Commonwealth, in €on-
veution assembled, having ratified the Constitution
submitted to their eonsideration, this Legislature has,
in eonformity to that act; and the reselutions of the
United States in Congress assembled, to them trans-
mitted, thought proper to make the arrangements
that were necessary for earrying it into effect.  Hav-
ing thus shown themselves obediest to the voice of

their constituents, all Ameriea will find that, so far as
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Application of Virginia.-
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it depended on them, that plan of Government will
be carried into immediate operation.

«But the sense of the People of Virginia would be
but in part complied with, and but little regarded, if
we went no farther. In the very moment of adop-
tion, and coeval with the ratification of the new plan
of Government, the general voice of the Convention
of this State pointed to objects no less interesting to
the People we represent, and equally entitled to our
attention. At the same time that, from motives of
affection to our sister States, the Convention yielded
their assent to the ratification, they gave the most un-
equivocal proofs that they dreaded its operation un-
der the present form. ]

“In acceding to the Government under this im-
pression, painful must have been the prospect, had
they not derived consolation from a full expectation
of its imperfections being speedily amended. In this
resource, therefore, they placed their confidence, a
confidence that will continue to supportthemn, whilst
they have reason to believe that they have not calcu-
lated upon it in vain.

*In making known to you the objections of the
People of this Commonwealth to the new plan of
Government, we deem it unnecessary to enter into a

articular detail of ita defects, which they consider as
involving all the great and unalienable rights of free-
men. For their sense on this subject, we beg leave
to refexr you to the proceedings of their Jate Conven-
tion, and the sense of the House of Delegates, as ex-
pressed in their resolutions of the thirtieth day of Oc-
toher, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight.

“ We think proper, however, to declare, that, in
our opinion, as those objections were not founded in
speculative theory, but deduced from principles
which have been established by the melancholy ex-
ample of other nations in different ages, so they will
never be removed, until the cause itself shall cease
to exist. The sooner, therefore, the public appre-
hensions are quieted, and the Government is posses-
sed of the confidence of the People, the more salu-
tary will be its dperations, and -the longer its dura-
tion.

‘“The cause of amendments we consider as a com-
mon cause; and, since concessions have been made
fram: political motives, which, we conceive, may an-
danger the Republic, we trust that a commendable
zeal will be shown for obtaining those provisions,
which experience has taught us are nccessary to
gecure from danger the unalienable rights of hu-
man nature.

¢ The anxiety with which our countrymen press
for the accomplishment of this important end, will
ill admit of delay. The slow forms of Congressional
discussion and recommendation, if, indeed, they
should ever agree to any change, would, we Fear, be
less certain of success. Happily for their wishes, the
Constitution hath presented an alteynative, by admit-
ting the submission to a convention of the States.
To this, therefore, we rcsort as the source from
whence they are to derive relief from their present
apprehensions.

““We do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents,
in the most ¢arnest and solemn manner, make this
application to Congress, that a convention be imme-
diately called, of deputies from the several States,
with full power fo take into their cousideration the
defects of this constitution that have been suggested
by the Slate Conventions, and report such amend-
ments thereto as they shall find best suited to pro-

mote our common interests,"and secure to purselves
and our latest posterity the great and unalienable
rights of mankind.
'« JOHN JONES, Speaker Senate. .
“THOMAS MATHEWS, Speaker Ho. Del.”*

After the reading of this application,

Mr. Branp moved to refer it to the Commit-

tee of the whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. Boupinor.—According to the terms of
the Constitution, the business cannot be taken
up until a certain number of States have con-
curred in similar applications; certainly the
House 1s disposed to pay a proper attention to
the application of so respectable a Stale as Vir-
ginia, but if it is a business which we cannotin-
terfere with in a constitutional manner, we had
better let it remain onthe files of the House un-
til the proper number of applications come for-
ward.

Mr. Braxo thought there could be no impro-
priety in referring any subject to a committee,
but surely this deserved the serious and solemn
consideration of Congress. He hoped no gentle-
man would oppose the compliment of referring
it to a Committee of the whole; beside, it
would be a guide to the deliberations of (he
committee on the subject of amendments, which
would shortly conie before the House.

Mr. Mapison said, he had no doubt but the
House was inclined 1o treat the present appli-
cation with respect, but he doubted the propric-
ty of committing it, because it would seem to
imply that the House had a right to deliberate
upon the subject. 'This he believed was not the
case until two-thirds of {he State Xegislatures
concutred in such application, and then it is out

of the power of Congress to decline complying,

the words of the Constitution being express and
positive relative to the agency Congress may
havein cuse of applications of this nature, *“The
Cungress, wherever two-thirds of both Houses
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend -
ments to this Conslitution; or, on the applica-
tion of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the se-
veral States, shall call a convention for propos-
ing ameudments.” From heuce it must appear,
that Congress have no deliberative power on
this occasion. The most respectful and consti-
tutional mode of performing ouwr duty will be, to
let it be enlered on the iminutes, and remain
upon the fites of the House nntil similar appli-
cations come to hand from two-thirds of the
States. .

Mr. Boupivor hoped the gentleman who de-
sired the commitment of the application would
nol suppose him wanting in respect to the State
of Virginia. e entertained the most profound
respect [or her—hut il was ou a principle of re-
speet to order and propriety that he opposed
the commitment ; encugh had been said to
convince gentlemen that it was improper to
commit—for what purpose can it be done? what
can the commiltee report? ‘The application is to
call a new convention. Now, 1n this case,
there 1s nothing left for vs to do, but to call one
when two-thirds of the State Liegislatares ap-
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In General Assembly, November 14, 1788.

Resolved, That an application be made in the name anti on
behalf of the Legislature of this commonwealth to the Congress of
the United States, in the words following, to wit:

The good People of this Commonwedth, in Convention
assembled, having ratified the Constitution submitted to their
consideration, this Legislature has, in conformity to that act, and
the resolutions of the United States in Congress assembled, to
them transmitted, thought proper to make the arrangements that
were necessary for carrying it into effect. Having thus shown
themselves obedient to the voice of their constituents, all America
will find that, so far as [*259] it depended on them, that plan of
Government will be carried into immediate operation.

But the sense of the People of Virginia would be put in part
complied with, and but little regarded, if we went no farther. In
the very moment of adoption, and coeval with the ratification of
the new plan of Government, the general voice of the Convention
of this sate pointed to objects no less interesting to the People we
represent, and equally entitled to our attention. At the same time
that, from motives of affection to our sister States, the Convention
yielded their assent to the ratification, they gave the most
unequivocal proofs, that they dreaded its operation under the
present form.

In according to the Government under this impression, painful
must have been the prospect, had they not derived consolation
from a full expectation of its imperfections being speedily
amended. In this resource, therefore, they placed their confidence,
a confidence that will continue to support them whilst they have
reason to believe that they have not calculated upon it in vain.

In making known to you the objections of the People of this
Commonwealth to the new plan of Government, we deem it
unnecessary to enter into a particular of its defects, which they
consider as involving all the great and unaienable rights of
freemen. For their sense on this subject, we beg leave to refer you
to the proceedings of their late Convention, and the sense of the
House of Delegates, as expressed in their resolutions of the
thirtieth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-eight.

We think proper, however, to declare, that, in our opinion, as
those objections were not founded in speculative theory, but
deduced from principles which have been established by the
melancholy example of other nations in different ages, so they
will never be removed, and the cause itself shall cease to exist.
The sooner therefore the public apprehensions are quieted, and the
Government is possessed of the confidence of the People, the
more salutary will be its operations, and the longer its duration.

The cause of amendments we consider as a common Cause;

and, since concessions have been made from political motives,
which, we conceive, may endanger the Republic, we trust that a
commendable zeal will be shown for obtaining those provisions,
which, experience has taught us, are necessary to secure from
danger the unalienable rights of human nature.

The anxiety with which our countrymen press for the
accomplishment of this important end, will ill admit of delay. The
slow forms of Congressional discussion and recommendation, if,
indeed, they should ever agree to any change, would, we fear, be
less certain of success. Happily for their wishes, the Congtitution
hath presented an alternative, by admitting the submission to a
convention of the States. To this, therefore, we resort as the
source from whence they are to derive relief from their present
apprehensions.

We do, therefore, in behalf of our constituents, in the most
earnest and solemn manner, make this application to Congress,
that a convention be immediately called, of deputies from the
several States, with full power to take into their consideration the
defects of this Constitution that have been suggested by the State
Conventions, and report such amendments thereto as they shall
find best suited to promote [*260] our common interests, and
secure to ourselves and our latest posterity, the great and
unalienable rights of mankind.

JOHN JONES, Speaker Senate.
THOMAS MATHEWS, Speaker House Del.
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