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PRESSURE ULCERS Incidence, Mortality

and Financial Impact

Pressure ulcers remain a major health problem affecting 3 million adults, and the burden is growing
rapidly due to increasing health care costs, an aging population and a sharp rise in the incidence of
diabetes and obesity.
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i i i i Evidence-based treatment and pressure ulcer
FInanClal I m pl ICatlonS prevention is more important than ever.
ACUTE CARE: The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) no longer reimburses for ﬂu
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Hospital Acquired Pressure Ulcers.

LONG-TERM CARE: rFcderal regulations allow surveyors to impose fines and withhold federal
reimbursement for failure to implement and document evidence-based practice for pressure ulcers.

HOME HEALTH: The implementation of QASIS-C, which measures quality of patient care, could have a financial
impact on agencies, as reimbursement could be at risk.




