
SB 1386: Dependency Override Form
Patrons: Senator Deeds

Ask: Support Bill.
Status: Passed Senate Unanimously

Summary:
Requires public universities in Virginia to publicly publish forms and information on the
dependency override process. The bill requires schools to disclose:

1. The purpose of a dependency override;
2. Potential circumstances that may or may not qualify a student for a dependency override;
3. Acceptable documents typically submitted with a dependency override application;
4. The option to apply for a dependency override based on (i) a student's estrangement from his

parent or legal guardian, including estrangement as result of the student's membership in or
relationship to a protected class, (ii) abuse, (iii) parental incarceration, or (iv) a student’s
inability to contact or locate their parents.

Recent federal changes will require schools to disclose the existence of a dependency override
process, but they do not mandate additional public disclosure requirements.

The bill does not alter the dependency override process itself. Instead, the bill requires schools to
post additional information on the process on their financial aid websites.

Background:
Under current federal law, most students need-based federal financial aid packages are determined
by their Expected Family Contribution, which assumes students pursuing higher education will be
financially supported by their family. For students who have unusual circumstances, they may be
able to obtain a dependency override. Evaluated on an case-by-case basis, the dependency override
process is designed for students whose circumstances “make it inappropriate to expect a parental
contribution,” including abuse, estrangement, an inability to contact parents, or incarceration.

Problem:
Unfortunately, many schools in Virginia provide no information or incomplete information on the
dependency override process. The lack of public information on the dependency override
process harms prospective applicants who may be in unusual circumstances.

Solution:
The disclosure requirements required by the bill would resolve much of the complexity in the
current system and ensure that those who may qualify for a dependency override can access the
process. Moreover, it would ensure universities provide accurate information to prospective
applicants, allowing them to make informed financial decisions.

Additional Resources:
Comparison: Federal vs. State Policy
Dependency Override Information Provided By Virginia Schools

For more information, please contact policy@prideliberation.org. The Pride Liberation Project is a student-led
LGBTQIA+ rights advocacy group based in Virginia.

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+sum+SB1386
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+sum+HB2114
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency
https://finaid.org/educators/pj/dependencyoverrides/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2003-05-02/gen-03-07-dependency-overrides
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2003-05-02/gen-03-07-dependency-overrides
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xfWUBwyabb0hxtISg5saHanvMMJ_OxPw_xZj30TUq0U/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G7490LSzMk-RUU4lVghdrqlRvpxQtkQR/view?usp=sharing
mailto:policy@prideliberation.org


Comparison: Federal vs. State Policy, SB 1386

Relevant Resources:
Federal Regulation Update: FAFSA Simplification Act Changes
One Pager

Summary of Proposed State Changes:
The proposed state changes build on federal guidance by imposing additional public disclosure requirements
for institutions. The bill does expand the dependency override process: it merely requires public
disclosure. These public disclosure requirements are intended to ensure that students who may qualify for a
dependency override are aware of the process and inform prospective college applicants of their financial aid
options. Details on the current information provided by Virginia institutions of higher educations are
available on the next page.

Summary of Key Differences

FEDERAL LAW PROPOSED STATE LAW

Institutions are required to
publicly post an option on their
website for students to request
a dependency override based
on unusual circumstances.

Institutions are required to publicly post an option on their website for
students to request a dependency override based on unusual
circumstances.

No comparable federal
requirement.

Institutions must clarify on their website potential circumstances that
may qualify a student for a dependency override (lines 21 - 22).

No comparable federal
requirement.

Institutions must clarify on their website common circumstances that
do not qualify for a dependency override (lines 21 - 22).

No comparable federal
requirement.

Institutions must clarify on their website the supporting documentation
that is typically submitted with dependency override applications (lines
23 - 41)

No comparable federal
requirement.

Institutions must clarify that applicants can apply for a dependency
override based on:

● The student's estrangement from his parent or legal guardian,
including estrangement as result of the student's membership in
or relationship to a class of individuals protected from
discrimination pursuant to subdivision B 1 § 2.2-3900 (lines 45
- 46)

● The abuse of the student by his parent or legal guardian (line
47)

● The incarceration of the student's parent or legal guardian (line
48)

● The student's inability to contact or locate his parent or legal
guardian (line 49)

For more information, please contact policy@prideliberation.org. The Pride Liberation Project is a student-led
LGBTQIA+ rights advocacy group based in Virginia.

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+sum+SB1386
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2022-11-03/fafsar-simplification-act-changes-implementation-2023-24
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VIy97L9NhxCzzm_cCX_aH3cBh7iONNj4rhVB-zvQa3w/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:policy@prideliberation.org


Current Information On Dependency Override Process Provided By Institutions of Higher
Education In Virginia

Institutions that do not
publicly disclose the option to
apply for a dependency
override

University of Mary Washington, Norfolk State University, University of
Virginia, Virginia Military Institute, Laurel Ridge Community College,
Mountain Empire Community College, George Mason University,
Mountain Gateway, Patrick Henry, Virginia Peninsula Community
College , Virginia Western Community College, Southside Community
College, Southwest Virginia Community College, Danville Community
College, Rappahannock Community College, Radford University,
Central Virginia Community College

Institutions that do not clarify
acceptable documentation or
limit acceptable documentation
outlined by federal law

James Madison University, Longwood University, Old Dominion
University, Bridgepoint Community College, Reynolds Community
College, CAMP Community College, Virginia State University, Eastern
Shore Community College, Tidewater Community College, Blue Ridge
Community College

Institutions that provide an
option or example for a person
to apply for a dependency
override based on
estrangement

Virginia Tech, Old Dominion University, Blue Ridge, New River
Community College, Northern Virginia Community College,
Wythewille Community College

Institutions that provide an
option or example for a person
to apply for a dependency
override based on abuse

Christopher Newport University, Virginia Tech, James Madison
University, Longwood University, William and Mary, Brightpoint
Community College, VCU, CAMP Community College, Blue Ridge,
New River Community College, Northern Virginia Community College,
Wythewille Community College

Institutions that provide an
option or example for a person
to apply for a dependency
override based on incarceration

James Madison University, VCU, Reynolds Community College, CAMP
Community College, Blue Ridge, New River Community College,
Northern Virginia Community College, Wythewille Community College

Institutions that provide an
option or example for a pers
on to apply for a dependency
override based on inability to
contact parents or
abandonment

Christopher Newport University, Virginia Tech, Longwood University,
William and Mary, VCU, CAMP Community College,

No university specifies that estrangement, including estrangement based on a student’s identification with
a protected class, is potentially grounds for a dependency override.

For more information, please contact policy@prideliberation.org. The Pride Liberation Project is a student-led
LGBTQIA+ rights advocacy group based in Virginia.

https://www.umw.edu/financialaid/process/completing-the-fafsa/verification/special-situations/
https://www.nsu.edu/financial-aid/forms
https://sfs.virginia.edu/tuition-billing/forms/2022-2023-academic-year-forms
https://sfs.virginia.edu/tuition-billing/forms/2022-2023-academic-year-forms
https://www.vmi.edu/about/offices-a-z/financial-aid/types-of-aid/federal-aid/
https://laurelridge.edu/financial-aid/
https://www.gmu.edu/financial-aid/how-apply-financial-aid/appeals
http://www.mgcc.edu/financial-aid-forms
https://www.patrickhenry.edu/subpage.php?contentID=91
https://www.tncc.edu/sites/default/files/content-documents/Dependency%20Override%20Appeal%20Form%202021-2022.pdf
https://www.tncc.edu/sites/default/files/content-documents/Dependency%20Override%20Appeal%20Form%202021-2022.pdf
https://southside.edu/financial-aid
https://southside.edu/financial-aid
https://sw.edu/apply-for-financial-aid/
https://www.danville.edu/special-circumstances
https://www.danville.edu/special-circumstances
https://www.rappahannock.edu/admissions/financial-aid/
https://www.radford.edu/content/financial-aid/home/aid-application/status.html
https://centralvirginia.edu/sites/default/files/assets/files/forms/2021-2022-Unusual-and-Special-Circumstances(3).pdf
https://www.jmu.edu/financialaid/learn/appeal-pj.shtml#Set-1-A-incomeno
http://www.longwood.edu/financialaid/financial-aid-appeals/
https://ww1.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/student-financial-aid/docs/professional-judgment.pdf
https://ww1.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/student-financial-aid/docs/professional-judgment.pdf
http://www.brightpoint.edu/uploads/documents/dependency_override_2122.pdf
https://www.reynolds.edu/pay_for_college/financial_aid/special_circumstances.html
https://www.reynolds.edu/pay_for_college/financial_aid/special_circumstances.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14G78bgkqT9kca2HEQ2QQwKKQR1JLhLq_/view
https://www.vsu.edu/files/docs/financial-aid/fa-forms-21-22/2021-2022-professional-judgement-request-form.pdf
https://es.vccs.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Dependency-Status-Appeal-2022-2023.pdf
https://es.vccs.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Dependency-Status-Appeal-2022-2023.pdf
https://help.tcc.edu/s/article/Dependency-Status-Appeal
https://www.brcc.edu/financial_aid/dependency-appeals
https://www.brcc.edu/financial_aid/dependency-appeals
https://finaid.vt.edu/appeals/dependency-appeal.html
https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/student-financial-aid/docs/professional-judgment.pdf
https://www.brcc.edu/financial_aid/dependency-appeals
https://www.nr.edu/fa/pdf/20222023/appeal_to_dependency_status2023.pdf
https://www.nr.edu/fa/pdf/20222023/appeal_to_dependency_status2023.pdf
https://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-324.pdf
https://www.wcc.vccs.edu/sites/default/files/Appeal-Dependency-Status-21-22.pdf
https://cnu.edu/financialaid/_pdf/miscforms/cnu-form-current_year_request_for_dependency_override.pdf
https://finaid.vt.edu/appeals/dependency-appeal.html
https://www.jmu.edu/financialaid/learn/appeal-pj.shtml#Set-1-A-incomeyes
https://www.jmu.edu/financialaid/learn/appeal-pj.shtml#Set-1-A-incomeyes
http://www.longwood.edu/financialaid/financial-aid-appeals/
https://www.wm.edu/admission/financialaid/docs/depovr.pdf
https://brightpoint.edu/uploads/documents/dependency_override_2122.pdf
https://brightpoint.edu/uploads/documents/dependency_override_2122.pdf
https://sfs.vcu.edu/media/strategic-enrollment/student-financial-services/fa-forms/2022-2023DependencyOverride-InitialRequestForm.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14G78bgkqT9kca2HEQ2QQwKKQR1JLhLq_/view
https://www.brcc.edu/financial_aid/dependency-appeals
https://www.nr.edu/fa/pdf/20222023/appeal_to_dependency_status2023.pdf
https://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-324.pdf
https://www.wcc.vccs.edu/sites/default/files/Appeal-Dependency-Status-21-22.pdf
https://www.jmu.edu/financialaid/learn/appeal-pj.shtml#Set-1-A-incomeyes
https://sfs.vcu.edu/media/strategic-enrollment/student-financial-services/fa-forms/2022-2023DependencyOverride-InitialRequestForm.pdf
https://www.reynolds.edu/pay_for_college/financial_aid/special_circumstances.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14G78bgkqT9kca2HEQ2QQwKKQR1JLhLq_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14G78bgkqT9kca2HEQ2QQwKKQR1JLhLq_/view
https://www.brcc.edu/financial_aid/dependency-appeals
https://www.nr.edu/fa/pdf/20222023/appeal_to_dependency_status2023.pdf
https://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-324.pdf
https://www.wcc.vccs.edu/sites/default/files/Appeal-Dependency-Status-21-22.pdf
https://cnu.edu/financialaid/_pdf/miscforms/cnu-form-current_year_request_for_dependency_override.pdf
https://finaid.vt.edu/appeals/dependency-appeal.html
http://www.longwood.edu/financialaid/financial-aid-appeals/
https://www.wm.edu/admission/financialaid/docs/depovr.pdf
https://sfs.vcu.edu/media/strategic-enrollment/student-financial-services/fa-forms/2022-2023DependencyOverride-InitialRequestForm.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14G78bgkqT9kca2HEQ2QQwKKQR1JLhLq_/view
mailto:policy@prideliberation.org

