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World Education Services Statement of Support for HB979  

HB979 would create a provisional teaching license for internationally licensed educators in Virginia. 
This legislation would create a more vibrant economy and address workforce shortages by ensuring 
that immigrants and refugees in the state have access to educational and career pathways—
especially in high-demand fields like education.  

 
World Education Services (WES) is a non-profit social enterprise dedicated to helping international 

students, immigrants, and refugees achieve their educational and career goals in the United States 
and Canada. For more than 45 years, WES has set the standard of excellence in the field of 
international academic credential evaluation. Through WES Global Talent Bridge, the organization 

joins with institutional partners, community-based organizations, and policymakers to help 

immigrants and refugees who hold international credentials utilize their talents and education to 
achieve their academic and professional goals. WES’ philanthropic arm, the WES Mariam Assefa 

Fund, supports catalytic leaders and organizations working to build inclusive economies and to 

ensure that immigrants and refugees can achieve their aspirations and thrive. 

  
Virginia is home to 321,000 college-educated immigrants and refugees, yet 21.5 percent of these 
individuals are unemployed or underemployed due to systemic barriers including limited 

recognition of international credentials.1 At the same time, the number of unfilled teaching 

positions in the state has grown by 62 percent over the last three years, according to data from the 
Virginia Department of Education.2 Last August, 76 of Virginia’s 132 districts reported a total of 

nearly 5,000 educator vacancies.3  
  

The need is clear: Virginia must ensure that immigrants and refugees who hold international 
teaching credentials have equitable opportunities to join the state’s workforce. In advancing HB979, 
Virginia has an opportunity to create teaching licensing pathways, promote more inclusive teacher 

workforces, and improve student attendance and outcomes.4 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this statement of support. 
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